
Conversations For the Common Good  
In a world that is so often divided by political lines, personal interests, and religious beliefs we often lose sight of the common good that we can pursue                            
together. “Common Good” is anything that increases the well-being for all people without harming others. Join us for a series of discussions about various                        
topics that promote the common good. Each conversation will go from 6-8pm and will take place at the Bier Abbey (613 Union St.). 

June 17Death by Poverty 
More girls have been killed in the last fifty years, precisely because they             
were girls, than men were killed in all the wars of the twentieth century.              
Across the developing world, women and girls are discriminated against,          
and disproportionately affected by poverty and all of her downstream          
effects. As we examine global poverty, it can be rightly said that the key to               
economic progress may very well be unleashing women’s potential. 

Join Ashley Dickens, representative of HOPE International, as she talks          
about some of the most heart-wrenching issues facing women in the           
developing world, and what it might look like to empower and unleash            
those same women to break the chains of poverty. 

June 24Race in America Over the Last 50 Years 
DeLois Ford was just a teenager when she joined Dr. Martin Luther King             
Jr. and others marching from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama. She has           
since moved to upstate New York. And though much time and distance            
separates her from her time marching with Dr. King she still finds herself             
in a country where racism is a present reality.  

Join DeLois Ford, a staff member of the YWCA, as she shares stories of              
her life that reflect how race has changed in America over the last 50              
years. 

July 15Domestic Abuse: Why Does She Stay? 
This past year has highlighted that domestic abuse can be prevalent in all             
types of life situations. In the fall we saw an all-star athlete’s career come              
crashing down as he was caught on video striking his then fiancee (now             
wife) in an elevator. We then mourned as a community when a local             
woman was fatally shot by a previous partner. 

Join Wendi Gapcznki-Bekkering and LuAnn Santabarbara, both staff        
members of the YWCA who focus on domestic abuse, as they lead a             
discussion about some of the hidden forces in effect with domestic abuse            
that will address that ever present question around domestic abuse, ‘why           
does she stay?’ 

July 29Needle Exchanges and More  
One may think that giving syringes to a person addicted to drugs would             
just be enabling destructive behavior, but that is not what the research            
shows. Several countries, states, and cities have discovered that         
providing clean syringes and other services have actually reduced drug          
usage in an area.  

Join Hannah Busman, who has worked with Project Safe Point, a needle            
exchange program, under the umbrella of Catholic Charities, as she leads           
a discussion on her work and what the research has shown to truly be              
effective to help those who find themselves suffering from drug addiction.  

August 19 “Road to Character” 
David Brooks (Op-ed columnist for The New York Times) begins his new            
book, “The Road to Character,” by discussing the two types of virtues:            
resume and eulogy. We all claim that eulogy virtues are the most            
important and yet, most of our lives are focused on resume virtues.            
Brooks, throughout his book, presents several examples of various people          
who have walked this road to developing eulogy virtues. 

Join John Compton, pastor of Cobblestone Church and host of the CFCG,            
as he leads a discussion about the ideas in this book, focussing on some              
of the forgotten words from what Brooks calls, the ‘old moral ecology.’            
(You do not need to read the book to participate in the conversation). 

August 26 Art for a Brighter World 
Art is part of our humanity and it is a powerful link that can help us bring a                  
little more humanity to a struggling world. Whether you are the recipient of             
performing or visual arts, and it strikes a note in your emotional being, or              
you are an artisan who is benefitting from fair trade prices to improve your              
life, art connects us all. 
 
Michelle McIlroy will lead a discussion about art, its importance in our            
humanity, and the real possibilities art has for bringing light to this world.             
What is your art? How can you use it to bring a little more beauty and                
humanity to the place that we call home? 
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